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November 15, 2020 The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Worship with the Diocese of Albany at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC;VmrEwtur7R8akk7Drd9TQ

At Advent
Worship is scheduled for Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. We will be celebrating the Holy Eucharist
with a special service.

MATTHEW 25:14-15, 19-29 The Parable of the Talents

This week’s gospel is a part of a longer teaching by Jesus in chapters 23-25 of Matthew. The setting is the
temple, and the time is early Holy Week—between Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday. In chapter 23, Jesus
condemned the scribes and Pharisees and wept over Jerusalem. Chapters 24-25 deal with the last days. Jesus
prophesies that persecutions will come and tells of the return of the Son of Man. He teaches the importance of
the necessity of watchfulness.
Several of His parables emphasize preparation for the master’s return, which is referring to Jesus:
* The Faithful and the Unfaithful Servant (24:45-51), where readiness for Christ’s coming consists of being
found at work when the master arrives.
* The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins (25:1-13), where readiness consists of carefully checking prepa-
rations prior to sleeping.
* The Parable of the Talents (25:14-30), where readiness consists of faithful stewardship over that which the
master has provided.
Judgment is central to all of these. The unexpected nature of the master’s coming is important to the three par-
ables. It is important to see beyond the time of judgment, that there will be great joy for believers in their ex-
perience of Jesus’ coming back. That will be the day that we will be clothed with resurrection bodies; the day
that we will see Christ face to face and hear his words, “Well done, good and faithful servant...Enter into the
joy of your lord” (v. 21).
Now, briefly on to the gospel for this week. This parable is found only in Matthew. In this parable:
* The man going on a journey represents Jesus.
* His going on a journey represents Jesus’ ascension.
* The slaves represent Christians who are awaiting the Second Coming.
* The talents represent the blessings with which the Lord has bestowed on us.
* The man’s return represents Jesus’ Second Coming.
» The master’s dealing with the faithfulness of the slaves represents Jesus’ judgment of us on

The Day of Judgment.

Matthew is writing this Gospel late in the first century when the church is struggling with the issue of Jesus’
delayed return. This parable reminds us that we have been entrusted with the great treasure of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and will be held accountable at the Second Coming for our stewardship of this Gospel.

This parable also reminds us that Jesus will not delay forever, but will come to reward the faithful. That may
be within our lifetime or not. What matters is that we are prepared. When the master returns, there is a time for
accountability. Each servant is given opportunity to show the master what he has done with what he has been
given. I encourage you this week to reflect on this parable and on what the Lord has given you in terms of
time, talent and treasure and assess your level of faithfulness. The Lord Jesus bless you abundantly!

Pastor Paul Laursen



This Week at Advent

Sunday, November 15

8:00 a.m. Holy Service
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Monday, November 16

Tuesday, November 17
7:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting

Wednesday, November 18

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at Advent

9:00 a.m. Wednesday Morning Prayer Group
7:00 p.m. The Praise Community

Thursday, November 19
7:00 p.m. Dar’s Happy Hour Zoom Meeting

Saturday, November 21
10:30 a.m. Memorial Service Bon Sanborn

Sunday, November 22

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Prayer Request

Health and Recovery

Lillian Kwasny Ed Kwasny Joan Joye

Mary Lou Dixon Marilyn Decker Stacey Smith
Bob Allen Karen Zolar Rose Walker
Barb Frank Lois Zolar Arthur Beel
Michael Uhrich Sharon Rice George Belinsky
Bill & Judy Arkley Steve Boyce Shirley Moore

Lucille Benedict Dave Luptak
Denise Geyer-Keller

Friends of Advent
Toni Kulma, wife of Pastor Kulma Fr. Richard Lutz
Ken and Jim Betty Clark

Eliza Jennings residents

Liz Schilling, friend of JoAnn Beck
Stella, friend of Bev Cummings

Tina, friend of Bev Cummings
Residents of Pinzone Tower

Will Hayes, friend of Cynthea Sabolich
Gabe, grandson of Jan & Jerry Nagy

Safety Protection
David Arkley, Detective for Cleveland Police
Son of Bill & Judy Arkley
Rachel Moffitt, ER Nurse daughter of Bill & Judy Arkley

Please contact the church office if you would like your name
added or removed from our list.

Server Schedule Today, November 15

8:00 a.m.
Assistant Kathleen Huffman
10:00 a.m.

Assistant Dick McCormick
Lector Dick McCormick

Prayers of the People Dick McCormick (Form 6)
Ushers Max Gage & Jim Edwards
Intercessory Prayer = Ray Busony

Counter Anne Crothall (11/16)

Close Advent Max Gage

Next Sunday, November 22

8:00 a.m.

Assistant  Dick McCormick
10:00 a.m.

Assistant Dick McCormick
Lector Dick McCormick

Prayers of the People Dick McCormick (Form 2)
Ushers Peter Meckes & Teddi Augustine

Intercessory Prayer Bev Cummings
Counter Anne Crothall (11/23)

Close Advent Peter Meckes

Memorial Service
There will be a memorial service for Bob Sanborn on
Saturday, November 21, at 10:30 a.m. at Advent.



Bishop Love to Remain Advent’s DEPO Bishop

Bishop Love is honored to continue to provide oversight to Advent during his retirement. There is nothing in
his Accord with the Presiding Bishop that precludes him continuing in this capacity — he is retired as bishop
not defrocked (has not had his rights removed to perform functions of the ordained ministry). Bishop Hol-
lingsworth reached out to Bishop Love and invited him to continue in this role for Advent, if Bishop Love
was willing. He is! I told him we were thrilled for him to continue! Bishop Love officially retires on February
1 and is on sabbatical during January so, really, his duties end in December. And the Standing Committee of
the Diocese has already commenced transition steps and a search process. The Standing Committee, made up
of 6 clergy and 6 laity, has authority over the diocese in the absence of a bishop. Bishop Love called me in
response to my communications regarding Fr. Ben and we had an extended conversation about Advent, Fr.
Ben, and his state of mind and spirit. He seems his normal quiet and reserved self and is healing. He plans to
take a few months to discern his next steps and will commence early draw-down of his church pension. He
said he will happily continue to oversee Advent so long as he is in the Episcopal Church. He did not elaborate
on that statement and I did not pry. He apologized for being late to respond to me and was remorseful for “not
doing more to support Advent.” I assured him that we felt honored that he served us and the larger church, did
not feel deprived of his time and attention, were thankful that he stood tall for Biblical truth as we and he un-
derstand it, was a shining light in an increasingly darkening world, and that we felt like he had our back as I
hoped he felt we had his. He expressed 2 — 3 times his affection for Advent and his appreciation for our pray-
ers and support — past, present and future. We are blessed to be led by this holy man of God.

Advent Wreath — Readers

Thank you to those who have volunteered to be Advent Wreath readers! These include: Art &
Marilyn Decker—November 29, Bev Cummings— December 6, Dick McCormick—December
13 and Cynthea Sabolich—December 20. Please let JoAnn know if you are unavailable on your

date.

Christmas Poinsettias

Order forms for poinsettias are included in the bulletin today. The poinsettias will adorn
the altar for the Christmas services. The cost of each plant is $10.00.

If you wish to purchase and donate a plant in memory or honor of a loved one, or in thanks-
giving, please fully complete an order form (please print legibly), and put it in the offering
plate, with cash or a check made payable to Advent and Poinsettias on the memo line.

The deadline for ordering is Sunday, November 29.

Stewardship

All of us look forward to celebrating Thanksgiving in a couple of weeks. With that in mind, please prayerfully
consider your blessings and complete the stewardship card previously mailed (or ask the Ushers for one.) We
ask that you return the card on or before November 22. Thank you for your continued faithfulness to the

Lord’s work at Advent.

Stewardship Corner

The Apostle Paul continually throughout his New Testament letters encourages people to express their grati-
tude and thanks to God for who God is, and what He has done for us through Jesus. One way that we express
our gratitude is to give thanks throughout the day. When we see life and its blessings as gifts, we are prepared
to offer our thanks. Our thanksgiving is demonstrated when we use the faith God has given us to live in obe-
dience to His Word. God hears and sees our gratitude through the lives we live. When we generously share
our time and money with others in Christian love, we show our thanksgiving for our gifts. Our giving reflects
Christ’s love in us. As stewards, we find that gratitude to God opens our hearts to receive more of God’s love
which enables us, in turn, to be more faithful with our time, talents, and treasure. In response to God’s love
and grace, we give of ourselves and our resources.



