
ADVENTures

At Advent 
Worship is scheduled for Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  We will be celebrating the Holy Eucharist with a special 
service.   

 

       July 26, 2020    The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

Worship with the Diocese of Albany at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCjVmrEwtur7R8akk7Drd9TQ 

 

Matthew 13: 31-32 He presented another parable to them, saying, " The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, 
which a man took and sowed in his field;  
32  and this is smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants and becomes a 
tree, so that THE BIRDS OF THE AIR come and NEST IN ITS BRANCHES."  
 

The first portion of this week’s Gospel is one of several brief parables. The mustard seed is a fascinating example of fu-
ture impact. It takes almost 20,000 mustard seeds to make ONE ounce!  Yet, from this seed, the largest shrub among 
herbs grows, within a few weeks from between it mushrooms from ten to twelve feet in height!  Size or power in the be-
ginning don’t necessarily indicate final results.   
 

Think of the beginning of the Christian Church. A tiny subsect of Judaism multiplied in the first century tremendously. 
In the year 100 AD, there were approximately 360 non-Christians for every one believer. That in itself was tremendous 
growth in the Roman Empire, where emperor worship was mandated, just like masks are mandated today.  
 

Jumping ahead to the year 1500, there were about 85 non-Christians for every one believer. Quite an exponential growth. 
Today, for every seven non—believers, there is one Christian now. That is staggering to me. 
 

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed, in its day it was the smallest known seed, but it grew into a huge plant 
that impacts the garden and becomes a nesting place for the birds. It started with the disciples, and has grown worldwide 
and now includes us who have received Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  
 

Now apply that simple understanding of the Kingdom of Heaven to your life. As you live and grow in your walk with 
Jesus your impact is like that of a simple mustard seed. By the way you live within your sphere of influence, you are tre-
mendously expanding the Kingdom of the Lord. By your prayer for your friends and family, you are planting more tiny 
seeds that will grow in other gardens and become new harvest fields for Jesus. 
 

Sometimes I believe that we underestimate the impact we are having. My parents were Christians, they taught us about 
Jesus. Tami and had three children and now twelve grandkids. Many of them will likely have children who will have 
children who will have children who will hear the good news of Jesus. That is the quiet, almost secret growth of the 
Kingdom. 
 

This week as you intercede for your family, for the people of Advent and for your nation, you are planting seeds that can 
grow and transform individuals, that can transform families that can impact a nation. 
 

While it seems as though our world is disintegrating, remember that we have strategically been placed where we with a 
powerful seed, God’s Word that is in us and growing through us. 
 

Hebrews 13:8 (NASB) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 
Pastor Paul Laursen 



This Week at Advent 

Sunday,  July 26 

  8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

Monday, July 27 

Tuesday, July 28 

Wednesday, July 29 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at Advent  
7:00 a.m. Wednesday Morning Prayer Group 

7:00 p.m. The Praise Community 

Thursday, July 30 
7:00 p.m. Dar’s Happy Hour Zoom Meeting 

Sunday,  August 2 

  8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

Prayer Request 
 

Health and Recovery 
Lillian Kwasny           Dave Luptak             Joan Joye 

Mary Lou Dixon         Marilyn Decker        Velta Sanborn 

Bob Allen                   Karen Zolar               Rose Walker 
Barb Frank                  Lois Zolar                 Arthur Beel 
Michael Uhrich           Sharon Rice              George Belinsky 

Bill & Judy Arkley     Steve Boyce              Shirley Moore 

Marcia Duennes 

  

Friends of Advent 
Toni Kulma, wife of  Pastor Kulma           Fr. Richard Lutz  
Ken and  Jim                                               Betty Clark        
Eliza Jennings residents                                
Liz Schilling, friend of JoAnn Beck             
Pastor Joyce Williams, friend of Bev Cummings 

Stella, friend of Bev Cummings 

Tina, friend of Bev Cummings 

Residents of Pinzone Tower (2 residents have Covid 19)  
Will Hayes, friend of Cynthea Sabolich 

 
Safety Protection 
David Arkley, Detective for Cleveland Police 

      Son of Bill & Judy Arkley 

Rachel Moffitt, ER Nurse  daughter of Bill & Judy Arkley 

 

 
 

Please contact the church office if you would like your name 
added or removed from our list. 
 

8:00 a.m.        

Assistant          Kathleen Huffman  

10:00 a.m. 

Assistant       Denise Geyer -Keller 

Lector      Denise Geyer -Keller  

Prayers of the People      Denise Geyer -Keller (Form 5) 

Ushers          Jan & Jer ry Nagy 

Intercessory Prayer     Bev Cummings  

Counter        Anne Crothall (7/27) 

Close Advent       Denise Geyer -Keller  

Server Schedule    Today, July 26 

8:00 a.m.        

Assistant       Denise Geyer -Keller  

Lector       Denise Geyer -Keller 

Prayers of the People     Denise Geyer -Keller   

Ushers           Peter  Meckes & Teddi Augustine 

Intercessory Prayer      Ray Busony 

Counter         Anne Crothall (8/4) 

Close Advent        Peter  Meckes 

Assistant        Dick McCormick    

10:00 a.m. 

Next Sunday, August 2 

 

Resuming 2 Services 
Some of you asked why we went back to 2 services. I talked with more than a few parishioners who found it difficult to 
get to church by 9:00 and requested we go back to having an 8:00 and a 10:00 service. Paul is willing to do 2, the cost to 
Advent for 2 is minimal compared to one, Altar Guild is supporting 2, and it seems there are really no downsides to hav-
ing 2. We want to provide worship opportunities for as many as we can. Our average attendance was 24 at 9:00 for May 
and June. Yesterday we had 36 at both services. Jason disinfected between services in addition to the weekly cleansing he 
does. He’s very diligent. Hopefully, we can continue to slowly rebuild our numbers for Sunday worship. 
 

Dick McCormick 



What is the Lord saying to you during these uncer-
tain times and what are we to do in response? 
Hopefully people have taken up the challenge to Fast/
Pray/Discern/Act as the body of Christ responds to 
these crazy and uncertain times we are living through. 
At the vestry meeting this past Tuesday we discussed 
at length the verses from 2 Chronicles 7:11-22. Bill 
Campbell volunteered powerful passages that the Ho-
ly Spirit laid on his heart. They are indeed spot-on and 
we offer them for your prayerful study and reflection: 
Psalm 130; Daniel 9:1-17; Joshua 24:1-28; and Joel 
2:12-17 (indeed the whole chapter). Perhaps take one 
of these 5 passages a day: read, study, pray, listen to 
the Holy Spirit, decide how you will respond to what 
the Lord may be laying on your heart. These aren’t 
offered to induce fear; they are offered to help us un-
derstand our times. We’d love to hear what you are 
hearing – write them for ADVENTures, share them 
during Announcements, tell or email Paul or Ray or 
me. Let’s individually and collectively humble our-
selves, pray, seek His face, and turn from our actions 
that don’t accord with His decrees and commands.  

Prayer and Fasting Initiative 
Jan Nagy is participating in our prayer and fasting 
initiative; this is her first response. 
 

Day 1-  Repent for our sins 

             *Some of us have made Gods out of the 

               media as we listen to every word they 

               say every day.(Maybe me) 
 

            *Some of us long more for TV shows than 

               reading our bible or helping out a friend. 
               (Maybe me) 
What God wants is: 
More alone time with him to just talk and listen 

More time for praise and love . 
So I said okay, I’m in! 
 

Today is day 2 

 

Today God told me to Be Ready! 
So today I looked up Ephesians 6:10-18 

And now I have my WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD 
ON. 
Can’t wait until tomorrow to see what he has in 


